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An introduction to learning about the Yaresan religion

Fahmi Kakaee'
Recive data: 2020/11/05 Accpte data: 2021/02/10

Abstract:
The religion of Yaresan, which is also known as Kakaee, Ahle Haqq or Taifa, is a

Kurdish religion whose practitioners predominantly live in Kurdistan (there are also
some followers of Yaresan live outside of Kurdistan). Yaresanism is the world’s
third largest religion in which the belief in reincarnation is a fundamental building
block. Yaresanism, which emerged in the region of Pahlavian, spread after the
advent of Islam. Yaresanism has developed for over 500 years and finally
manifested into its current form. It was around 800 A.D in which the religion began
to slowly emerge, and during the 13th century in which it finally crystallized and its
main pillars were consolidated by Sultan Sahak. The reason behind the emergence
of Yaresanism is that the local population of Pahlavian had just recently been
introduced to a new faith, new language and new culture which were alien to them,
i.e. the Arabic language and Arab culture. Thus, Yaresanism began to emerge, as an
attempt to protect the local language and culture of the people, the Kurdish dialect
of Hawrami was used as the liturgical language for this religion. To this day,
Yaresanism and its religious ceremonies and rituals are practiced in Kurdish. Other
ethnic groups who converted to the religion, such as Persian or Azeri, have also
practiced the religion in Kurdish. In addition to language, another aspect of culture
are the religious songs and music that have been practiced during that era, which
have so far been preserved and nurtured. In other words, Yaresanism adopted the

culture of local people and has been preserved so far.

Keyword: Yaresanism, Kakaee, Ahle Haqq, Klam, Sultan Sahak, Kurd, Kurdisatn.
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