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Abstract

This article is a translation of Martin van Bruinessen's article "A Kizilbash
Community in Iraqi Kurdistan : The Shabak", published in Les Annales de 1’ Autre
Islam 5 (1998), 185-196.

Iraqi Kurdistan is home to a number of heterodox religious communities, of
which the Yezidi and the Kaka’i are the best known.2 Both of these religions show
numerous similarities with the religion of the Kizilbash or Alevi of Anatolia, but
there are also clear differences. There is, however, also a small community in
northern Iraq, the Shabak, that appears to adhere to the same beliefs and practices as
the Anatolian Alevis, although they live far from the nearest Alevi community and
are in regular contact with neighbouring communities adhering to other heterodox
traditions. The Shabak live in several dozen villages east of Mosul, in a triangle
bounded by the Tigris and the Greater Zab.3 In 1925 their numbers were estimated
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at around 10,000 ; the 1960 Iraqi census enumerated 15,000, living in 35 villages.4
Recent estimates tend to be considerably higher, and one local source even claims
that there are 100,000 Shabak scattered over some 60 villages, with several
thousand of them presently living in the city of Mosul.

Keyword: Kurd, Ahl-i Haqq, Kakaee, Shabak, Kizilbash, Dersim.
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Yedi iklim ¢ar koseyi seyr ettim
ben Aliden gayri ala géormedim
yaradubdur on sekiz bin alemi
rizkin vermege ganidir gani

bir ismin Alidir bir ismin Allah
stikiir b.rl.giye(?) el-hamdiilillah
dinimiz kavidir vallahi ve billahi
ben Aliden gayr ala gérmedim

oy ool Jwnyh dslul 5 s o JL:Q >0t Hact Bektas veli kizil pirleri, Evdebil erenleri bu yolu bize kurmus !
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yuh ola / sirri sir edenin demine hu! / istekleri miiyesser ola / aksamin hayr gele serri def” ola / gercege hu, batila
diyelim erenlerin demine / Allah Muhammed Haci Bektas Veli kizil pirleri / Evdebil erenleri bu yolu bize kurmus / Hu
Ali, Hakk dost, pir dost / Hakka sah, batila uf!.
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Ali gimen er gelmedi cihane
ona da tuttular yiiz bin bahane
yedi kere durdum ulu divane
ben Aliden gayri ala gérmedim

Hakk buyurmus levh iistiinde kalemi
nur ile doldurmus climle alemi
Alini ¢a\iran mahrum kalir m1
ben Aliden gayri ala gormedim

indim yer bahrine 1lgar eyledim
sar1 0kiiz tii\in saydim fark eyledim

¢ikdim gok yiizine seyran etdim

ben Aliden gayri ala gérmedim

cennet alanin kapusi divari tag
la’ldir atarifi gevherdir tasi
Alidir belin kirklarin bas
ben Aliden gayri ala gormedim

Pir Sultan Abdal 6ziidir Ali
dilim bdyle sdyle: ben 6ziim eli
Allah Muhammed kendii 6ziidir Ali
ben Aliden gayri ala gérmedim
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Yedi iklim dort kdseyi dolandim / Ben Ali’den gayrt bir er gormedim / Kismet verip alemleri yaradan / Ben Ali’den
gayr1 bir ergérmedim // Bir ismi Ali’dir, bir ismi Allah / Inkarim yoktur, hem vallah hem billah / Muhammed, Ali
yoluna Allah eyvallah / Ben Ali’den gayr1 bir er gormedim // Ol kudret bendini kirdim, gark ettim / Sar1 okiiz tiiylin
saydim, fark ettim / Ars-1 muallay1 gezdim, seyrettim / Ben Ali’den gayr1 bir er gormedim // Ali gibi er gelmedi cihana
/ Ona da buldular tiirlii bahane / Yedi kez vardim ben ulu divane / Ben Ali’den gayri bir er gormedim // Cennet
bahgesinin nedendir tag1 / Incidir topra@i, hikmettir isi / Yiiz yirmi bin peygamberler basi / Ben Ali’den gayr1 bir er
gormedim // Kul Himmet’im eydiir, Kirklara beli / Dilim medhin sdyler, aslimiz deli / Evveli Muhammed, ahiri Ali /
Ben Ali’den gayr1 bir er gérmedim (Oztelli 1973, p. 35).

p st AQY 5 (g a3 AYs Jlo b glla”
Coand 42 b e 3l 58 (N0 o DAVF) 50l S Sl o g e ol 31 S & (e o VAAA) punsn e Olgze 4
Slag b g 5 Oble Olal 55 (51 b Lo oS e ol 53 LS bl (sl 03,8 s Osmmen b Kb S 03,5 gl 5 05,57

A3l o B OLSESS L 1y 35 b

Vol. 2, No. 4, Spring 2021



Crsy O ol | Sl 131ye (lud S 53 (WU (el Page | 164

3929
95 3 JSaze (burukh Jows Gamgd 4)35p9 b 5 3l O m CSKd (pidie LS
N T | PR WIS N5 SN WES QU Gy Wy e[ ' glo blis s i Ll S
e 4 B3 s s> SRS 3o e 4 I 3 358 51 G e OF 53 T el S b
ke Cilisn malyr 3l 3145 ool B350 4 pgmesn D5 4 e Wl OLSS Sl @ 4 BT
5 o plil 4 oSl ez lisne Sl grns 5 @Il 3OS ol Tnsd g by edde ST
gl sl 5 (talib) I (miirebbi) o0 Olbe blsyl b 53 5 dites Coie 35l i elel
S o Eow (musahiblik) oo

s Slpall ol sbile 3L 0o LSl Jnp St 5 blis 5 wdio o0 opl Ol bls)
T 4 s ke el IS5 k8 e edsy Oliaey sb 53 kil ol Sled Ss o sk ST
Slewl e 5l glom 4 OUT . iyls 350l Sl opl 51 K o sl LT 487 53l o Lal cligy o
I (giilbenk) colesl 5 Lyl o b s (5 oo Syl s 1y oy &S (gl 3 o)) s e 45 1y ol
DSy sl 4 5 0,5 o 0335 poes o Dy 4 gb 3 Ol Gl 4 LK S o 4033
(e Ol g 815 53) Cp Jol 0 ) QL3587 A5 ooy G i < o 45 15 Wls
LSS 5 i Tl 5 Olisgt e 55 450 gl Lgtine Ll iy oo Ko 4y OUT L5315 o0
S e b

BP9l
5 Jled 3 Oy s o AS wbb lazelor Koo 5l b S (iUt (Sals
b g ol 3l Glaas LSS Opmen b Slo k135 o plaze OLEB,E g s b J)lo
iy S o e Sl Sy LSS 1S 4 b S SIS S 4 s Ll ol

- Sl s o s xS Ll & Tz oMb L Tl s 0Ly SU S slme slo

p 355 (oo okl ( o bl =i g5 ol el 2l 55l ol (@ question-and-answer dialogue » -y 55
.Anke Otter-Beaujean(1997) Low 5 33 » 52 O 520 (ganlllas .G .ol Aytekin 1958 adly jLasl 2o oy salezel J;.lév
v Bajwan

MacKenzie 1960 . S

Vol. 2, No. 4, Spring 2021

USSSAUINIE UBA ULLIRJA | Yeqeys Y], :uejsipany] 1tbeay ur yrunwwo)) yseqzry v




The Quarterly Journal of snln rwe

Page | 165 \Fee )L@{. ‘F)LQ% a)lm‘b 90 JL»|C55)M dolilad

S 0T dl Lyls plaall ey 5 Llasl Olojle glails Llsd 5l ol bl . oSAL b 5 dizees s
GLOILLE 4 &5 WS o (0liS Slaime) p DBl Sso 4 oS Wlaal o bl LS
LSl e s b 4 o olasl s 4 Sl cbolbls ol L5053l i gl Slsle
o e ObLS5 5 aglaSTS o Jilo dadilimb L alslyT el . b)ls (6358 1 (G 5ime Can 0

Pl o e g3 el ) e L) e OS50S 4 ol ) 457 S a3 4

el 50 9 Sl 0 dludus
Obspl 5 bag=Jal Obske ol dhdin b alie (6l glmgy 3lm Aok g LSS (Ganalr
Synn fucd 4 (e T35 1) 5 53 o85S Dlpall ) oy Kty (A 33 8 ol o gkt
60353 S b olusl 1l a7 3505 Jles o3lpls ol Sy (Simnsm ol ol i 55 Sl
Wb o 0BT i 53358 Lol 5o (G Lo b Slal o alas . das aalsl b s (6l osein
Sl b gale o33lss S saVlo slagia s 35h esls b Ll b Ty S il
asabe 033053 a0l 53 5 p3l Ller b i Egpl ful TELa el ay 1l
Vol glize olin cpl (slapl s ST ool g mn o JSUT (sske sl sy (on iki hizmet)
355 Gl Sy Mol S jo Ol s 5 ilal S (3l ks Sy 4 55 Kb Ol
55 on ool ML 4S5l

23 SS el 3y 6Vl By o L pd o I Ol 58 53 Jpers T (slamesr

) o g sdle b b 55 (680 5 Gabe @S i ules 53)s Jle o

! pir

¥ dede

" rehber

¥ hamil aljiragh

® hamil al-miknasa

* bawwab

uJ,:l;T); g oo Can g WYY o cwse cads 5 Lol 555 a3 ST L,-l,.a Ol v g Olas)) V=Y NA0F Lol 2]l v
.l ol Birdogan 1990: 277-285 ;5 (cduie Sl yg,e il Sogline gl 4 sl 5l on iki hizmet -y sbe Col u§M

* baba

Vol. 2, No. 4, Spring 2021



Crsy O ol | Sl 131ye (lud S 53 (WU (el Page | 166

5 lagly 5 o3l Gl OLLE & ases Sblzel O Jsb 43 8" ol (Jzilr gecesi)( jiolise
2265 Wl e aw ol 4 b J)lo 5 eSE b s pdize T s Vb s OLL S gl
Olesl o cpl ool 0 0313 plomyl azBEN A Olgie b ey gm0 S5 O, a5 0L on LT
Lsuugdlm&fkg@)aﬁg}aé)@\ o\ﬁ@&b@)@&us)!jﬁr@\ng
s st x5l 31 O AR 31 pb pl B T S sin sl (Sl (0 2
- ¢l oo Lt 1) s 0301 )3 487w sn e 5 ool 0k S Sl (ot 3 cpikie il )
S g5 03l b ol 31 Ol e 4 LSS Gl pl plas L sl
#@J)S&ur@a&)lﬂjjb.“bgﬂﬁb GL:J‘TV.;}ESJ" ‘_;Jii;w&squo,g;
plol L ) s o855 5 a1 513 pb ubee 5 (olow o) 55 e i on pl3 T o e 5
Clgd 4 S 53 65 e plel pilgz 3l ple Ll (09 5 e plel g bl 5 cple
Wl & o guin (Sl e 43 035 S 31 ol Sjles Spls 5 Sslizn 0555 - cili o 5l

- ol Jle S 55 bl cpl o350 Y87 (Saar b Jgimn 45 Bl (550 oS- 0L 0

SO Cugh i
ol 3 el ol 0L o ol S gy e 53 den WSS (555 e 545l ST el
s 5 1y Olaadsl 0 4 e Saaly 5 blobilys adyy O gl 45 487 Sl o s OLT 457 5l
OBT 03 «Jl opl b o) oo 9w SUISLT (6 S goke 4 1y OUT &8 ol Olislalizel g ol . blosls
S 5 b hlo 0l s el hS Sl Jlas 63,5 sla b 8 5l S mr 65 ol Sp @
st Sl 5 b Hlo dyls |y slazt Syl oy j2i LT L KL &7 sl L lag>
Al e Sl 4 il Sles e S a5l Sl L i Juo e

e Ly OLaeals 5 us Staly Ligd pmen IS b okl plonil ly 53 (S5l (Lo B

Al s 4 b Wlosy elaml ola)las o me 53 1S Culyb slaog 8 505 Omman OUT . ias

L3gd oo odeels gbrTEil comi ST 53 =l J_t‘

¥ Minorsky
0L Ae S (Uv
Vo Y-F NQ0F Ul T

Vol. 2, No. 4, Spring 2021

USSSAUINIE UBA ULLIRJA | Yeqeys Y], :uejsipany] 1tbeay ur yrunwwo)) yseqzry v




The Quarterly Journal of snln rwe

Page | 167 \Fee )L@{. ‘F)LQ% a)lm‘b 90 JL»|C55)M dolilad

Olbale cibalu C&A 235 BP0 p OLL 53 S Cailles s 51 5 (ES Caly) G se b
Wlws 4 'y 8 o s Cale g Sl oy (29 & L YL OBT (g5 Lamlle
Salie g Llis 4 05l gs QL',TM O3 5T 5o a8 o il atdls b s (6 3l anala ol andly ol a7
b sy osn sl b Cn gt bty 3B ot Vhazo| S iy izt Olaslital 5 5LT
doie IS 5258 4 pamss (635 630he Ar (sams SLET 55 L blasls (5 ke (B gand |y 355
ool i Il oly gl O b Coles casls (GUL IV VS izl ondd
Aol 2 S AS Lo ) el-60 5

Y St 5,8 a3 Oliag (ol 058 U s (il ) beSCs LS5 a5 Ols S on
Ble CIos asl- aan Sl SN o me 53 (63 Vi (gans (4l opl o> (s Jfg__s}:sj
4 45 ol bl sl p3ye O 55 4 VAAY (gled o 3l L o Blod g OUT (3l e (glinly o
Sliwgy Yo gl o S L s S -l ‘.LaTJ.q.p @ Sy =35 L emdiyls Gl (e (\.\f
Ol 51 T ey 545 z3' 4 VA 55 JUsl (58 s glaeaST B 55 0T OLSTLe dias 5 b St
Calyb sl s 5 St b ot S 4S5 M) Jle 53 (e Jled 55 (ppl Codieg) ot
S 3ol OlaST5 1) 35 457 OLT Ol OS5 Sl 3 b 5l 5 ity QLS5 1y 35 asele ol S
S 0 w55 DO
aslo

-Aytekin, S., Buyruk. Ankara, 1958.
-Birdogan, N., Anadolu’nun gizli kiiltiirii Alevilik. Hamburg, 1990.

ade & AAY Jle 55 &S 55 Jose ‘.Sla- Omer Vehbi Pasa . Deringil 1998: 71, 73(_slate (55T slul 4 D) W

cole pls by (gt bus OUT (glaliwgy 55 93,5 1l ) absgl 5 la Kb (g5l
Olge mar 357 5 08 o 4 5 ool ke 5 oo S S Lowy 31,¢ .Human Rights Watch 1995 .S (0T il 5 sl b s
3 Soglize u’zi)l:ai,aUé).,\Sda ool e sle Sl el Ble Con oS+ Crn Azéj_.:\i.L?QTJJJQA el
YYO5Y=0 o 398Y) Sl by sl 13 JUsl ol (assiend (ol 0158 LS 53 1) Olompmn 5 Ol 457 330 Olb3 s
Ol 53 L;,)T@,,;lf@ Olpls Foon g LT OS5l O g bacand 51 dam 55 b (S j5b 4 K sliw,
OBT o s 0,8 St 473,57 O] oy oy 40 OUT Oty 51 (S aSST 51 o 1ol 1480 i s L 5 dn )

23, 55 Olialabis) 4 b LBl o3l

Vol. 2, No. 4, Spring 2021



Crsy O ol | Sl 131ye (lud S 53 (WU (el Page | 168

-van Bruinessen, M., “‘Aslini inkar eden haramzadedir’: the debate on the ethnic
identity of the Kurdish Alevis”, in : K. KEHL-BODROGI, B. KELLNER-HEINKELE
& A. OTTER-BEAUJEAN (eds.), Syncretistic religious communities in the Near East.
Leiden: Brill, 1997, pp. 1-23.

-Bumke, P., “Kizilbag-Kurden in Dersim (Tunceli, Tiirkei) : Marginalitit und
Héresie”, Anthropos 74, 1979, 530-548.

-Deringil, Selim, The well-protected domains: ideology and the legitimation of power
in the Ottoman Empire. London: I.B. Tauris, 1998.

-Edmonds, C.J., Kurds, Turks and Arabs : politics, travel and research in north-eastern
Irag, 1919-1925. London : Oxford University Press, 1957.

—, A pilgrimage to Lalish. London : Royal Asiatic Society, 1967.

—, “The beliefs and practices of the Ahl-i Haqq of Iraq”, Iran 7, 1969, 87-106.
-Human Rights Watch, Iraq’s crime of genocide : the Anfal campaign against the
Kurds. New Haven : Yale University Press, 1995.

-al-Karmali, Anastase Marie, “Taftkihat al-adhhan fi ta'rif halathat adyan”, Al-Mashriq
5, 1902, 576-582.

-Kreyenbroek, Ph.G., Yezidism: its background, observances and textual tradition.
Lewiston, NY: Mellen Research Publications, 1995.

-Leezenberg, M., “Between assimilation and deportation : the Shabak and the Kakais
in northern Iraq”, in: K. Kehl-Bodrogi, B. Kellner-Heinkele & A. Otter-Beaujean
(eds.), Syncretistic religious communities in the Near East. Leiden : Brill, 1997, pp.
155-174.

-Luke, H.C., Mosul and its minorities. London : Martin Hopkinson & Co., 1925.
-MacKenzie, D.N., “Badjalan”, Encyclopaedia of Islam, new edition, vol. 1. Leiden:
Brill, 1960, p. 863.

-Moosa M., Extremist Shiites: the ghulat sects. Syracuse University Press, 1988.
-Otter-Beaujean, A., “Schriftliche Uberlieferung versus miindliche Tradition - zum
Stellenwert der Buyruk-Handschriften im Alevitum”, in: K. Kehl-Bodrogi, B. Kellner-
Heinkele &Shabak 12

-Otter-Beaujean, A (eds.), Syncretistic religious communities in the Near East. Leiden:
Brill, 1997, pp. 213-226.

-Ozkiriml, A., Alevilik-Bektasilik ve edebiyati. IStanbul: Cem, 1985.

-Oztelli, C., Bektasi giilleri: Alevi-Bektasi siirler antolojisi. Istanbul: Milliyet, 1973.
-Oztiirk, S., Tunceli’de Alevilik. Istanbul: 1.U. Ed. Fak. Sosyoloji boliimii mezuniyet
tezi, 1972.

-Rassam, A., “Al-taba’iyya : power, patronage and marginal groups in northern Iraq”,
in : E. Gellner & J. Waterbury (eds.), Patrons and clients in Mediterranean societies.
London: Duckworth, 1977, pp. 157-166.

-al-Sarraf, Ahmad Hamid, Al-Shabak min firaq al-ghulat fi’l-'Irdq: asluhum,
lughatuhum, qurrahum, ‘aqd’iduhum, awéabiduhum, "adatuhum. Baghdad : Matba'at
al-Ma’arif, 1954.

-al-Shaybil, Kamil Mustafd, Al-tariqa al-Safawiyya wa rawéasibuha fi’l-'Iraq al-
mu’asir. Baghdad: Maktabat al-Nahda, 1967 [cited in Moosa 1988].

Vol. 2, No. 4, Spring 2021

USSSAUINIE UBA ULLIRJA | Yeqeys Y], :uejsipany] 1tbeay ur yrunwwo)) yseqzry v




The Quarterly Journal of Shln rwe

Page | 169 Vo ke ol oyl pgd Sl | (S dolidaad

-Sykes, M., “The Kurdish tribes of the Ottoman Empire”, Journal of the Royal
Anthropological Institute 38, 1980, 451-486.

-Vinogradov, A., “Ethnicity, cultural discontinuity and power brokers in northern Iraq:
the case of the Shabak”, American Ethnologist 1, 1974, 207-218.

-Yildirnm, A., Baglangigtan giinlimiize Alevi Bektasi deyisleri. 2 vols. Ankara,
Ayyildiz, 1995.

Vol. 2, No. 4, Spring 2021



