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A summary of the knowledge about the word ‘Macho’
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Abstract

This paper is an attempt to focus on the knowledge about the word ‘Macho’ and to investigate the issue in an
academic method to enrich our cultural heritage and correcting the errors that occurred in the past and are still
occurring to the present day. The word ‘Macho’ was mentioned in old texts in various ways: 1) In the ancient
Aryan religion and Sanskrit language the word is mentioned as ¢ wach’ or ‘wachak’ 2) In the Metra religion
and the Pahlavi language the word is also mentioned as ‘wach’ and ‘wachak’3) In the Zoroastrian religion and
the Avestan language it is mentioned as ‘vach’, ‘wach’ and ‘wach’

In all these languages the word means ‘supplication’ and ‘prayer’ and ’speak calmly without disturbing
others’. In some parts of Yasna, which is considered to be supplication and prayers, the word is mentioned as
wach, wazh, bazh. Wach is a holy word called a religious prayer. ‘Macho’ is a valuable concept but
unfortunately there is little awareness about it, not only amongst ordinary Kurdish people but also amongst
educated Kurds and intellectuals; in addition cultural institutions do not pay attention to it and even authorities
are not concerned about it. This lack of awareness has led to many errors in our cultural domains. For example:
1) Linking the feminine gender in Kurdish poems to Mastura Kurdistani neglecting other poets before her. 2)
Linking Kurdish poems to the Baban era whilst disregarding all the legacy of poetry written in couplets and
considering them to not be poems. 3) Linking the history of Kurdish anthems to (Zewar) and ignoring the
religious anthems of Yaresan. These errors and others should not be ignored and attention should be paid to
them.

Keyword: Macho, Guran, Hawraman, Yarsan, Kakaiy.
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