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Kurdistan is a land of coexistence with Halabja as an extraordinary example
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Abstract

This research demonstrates aspects of the co-existence of different religions in a historical perspective in the
Governorate of Halabja. This city is one of the ancient cities of southern Kurdistan; however the city later
become renowned throughout the world after the chemical attack on the city by the Baath regime of the Iraqi
government on the 16" March 1988; this was a despicable crime committed against civilians in the city.

Halabja, throughout history and until the present day, has always been an example of coexistence and
tolerance; it is proud of this history so therefore, in this research, we endeavored to demonstrate the
incomparable character of this city. This paper has illustrated two examples: one being the Jews who left the
city in the past seventy years, the second example is the Kakaiys or Hawarians of Halabja, living in harmony
with Muslims in Halabja without any problem until the present time.

We tried to focus on the Hawarian and shed some light on the tradition, history and beliefs of that region,
also referring to the social structure of the Hawarians and their holy places of Hawar and Daratwe; these two
villages are considered to be the holy places for the Yarsans. These places have a religious importance for
Kakaiys and Yarsans; they constantly try to protect them in terms of renovation and cleaning. In addition they
preserve the spirituality of these holy places with Kakaiy writers and intellectuals who are writing and
documenting regarding these ancient places of Hawar in the media and cultural institutions in Kurdistan, as
well as outside Kurdistan.

Keyword: Coexistence, Kurdistan, Hawar, Kakaiy, Yarsan.
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